Reviews

HALVARSSON
BC Jackpot

Sizes: 48-64 (38-54 inch)
£369.00
www.jofama.se

As good as Harley's
Motorclothes and Victory's
gear is, and the inevitable new
range of Indian-wear will

have to be, there is much

to be said for clothing that
doesntt tie you to a brand

It is one of the stated
reasons why Harley went
for low key branding
on their FXRG kit, and
there are plenty of other
manufacturers out there:
the trick is finding them,
and whether they are
pushing their own branding
—and if they are, whether you
want to be their clothes horse.

One such company is
Jofama, from Scandinavia, who
produce a range of gear under
one of three brands that have
merged under the Jofama name.

They stand out because they are
different — in style and general attitude — and
seem to have the branding about right on the
range of stuff that fits this sector.

If you look at the cover, poster and all the riding
shots of the Harley launch you'll hopefully see
what | mean.

This Jackpot jacket does have Halvarsson
written above the left breast pocket in raised
leather, and the modestly proportioned raised H
flanked by a couple of stars, on the back of the
corduroy-lined collar — Halvarsson’s logo, and
repeated inside — but it's subtle.

A summer jacket, it was great that the weather
at the Harley launch was so mild allowing an early
test: there would be no sense extolling it's virtues
as the leaves were starting to fall.

And it has many virtues.

The Jofama group use many technical fabrics
in the design and manufacture of their ranges, and developed HI-ART —
Hi-Abrasion Resistant Textile — specifically to reinforce protective clothing,
which increases the strength of textile garments by 500% and leather by
200%: it also breathes in hot conditions and insulates when its cool.

What that basically means, is that rather than using thicker leather, or
doubling-up at impact points, a much lighter material can be sewn into the
jacket ... and that in turn means that it won't pull your mum’s shoulder out of
its socket when she tries to pass you your jacket from the back of the chair,
assuming that it didn't pull the chair over in the first place!
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It feels less like
a suit of medieval armour too,
but that's not necessarily a bad
thing: the sense of invulnerability it
bestows seldom ends well.
| refer to it as a summer jacket
because it's a snug fit without
layers underneath. It's most
noticeable on the minimally-lined
sleeves that end in ungusseted,
zippered cuffs — which are designed
for t-shirts more than fleeces — although a thin
technical thermal layer would go a long way to its
use as a three season jacket.

It feels more like a casual jacket but for the flexible
CE-approved, velcro-secured, adjustable armour
at the elbows and shoulders. It doesn't inhibit free
movement though, and those close-fitting sleeves
- would have been great hanging out of the Morgan
. 3 Wheeler.

A four hour blast to Talgarth and back yesterday
with one long sleeved and one regular t-shirt beneath
—10° on the trip down, dropping to 2 © on the return
with a set of waterproofs serving as windproofs — was
achievable but was pushing the limits of comfort ...
although that was not helped by a combination of
summer gloves and billet grips.

The socketed sleeves give it enough flexibility to
stay wrapped round your torso without fear of it riding
up, and it is kept tight by a pair of adjusters at the waist — and if you want
the additional confidence of that protection in the event of a spill, it will zip to
suitably-equipped trousers or else a clever accessory they call the Waist Zip
that turns your belt — already running through the belt loops in your jeans — into
the receiver for the jacket's zip! And if safety is a primary consideration, there is
a pocket in the back of the jacket to take a back protector.

It isn't overloaded with pockets, but you don't want that in a close-fitting
jacket: a slash-cut one just inside the metal YKK zipper for your wallet and
another — more generous, square cut and leather trimmed — with space

for a phone and documents, within the distinctive red
checkered lining is enough, and they are both secured: a
third tiny slip-in pocket is sized for an iPhone 4 or Galaxy
S3 generation smartphone, but not my sub-tablet Note.

Outside, a good sized pair of metal zippered pockets
should be big enough to take most hands, with a second,
smaller pair — high on the chest — that will easily take a
slimline point-and-shoot camera or MP3 player.

The weight — which is on a par with a typical ladies
leather jacket — belies the quality of the full grain cowhide
and its build — which is triple-stitched throughout — and
it carries a two year guarantee for both the materials and
stitching, and combined with its understated style makes
for a great-looking, practical rider’s jacket that you can
wear anywhere. /Andy
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